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No Name City -or-

Sometime leading up to World 
War II, a slim, witty, former army 
clerk named Harold Halstead 
worked at a local shoe store where 
he met a heckuva woman named 
Pauline Palmer who worked at the 
federal land bank as a legal 
secretary. Paul ine was too 
“darling” for Harold to resist 
marrying before being sent off to 
the war. Once Harold returned 
from the war, he began working 
for The Harkert’s Hamburgers 
chain of diners and discovered his 
love for the restaurant business. 
When Harkert’s went out of 
business, he joined up with two 
fellow business men to form the 
Koffee House Systems of diners. 
With Pauline in command of the 
books and a knack for knowing 
which homemade meals and desserts 
were a hit with the crowds, Koffee 
Houses began their reign along busy 
Omaha streets such as Dodge, 
Locust, Leavenworth and Ames Street.

After several years, the trio decided to split up. Confident in 
what he knew best, Harold chose to open his very own café at 
8505 North 30th street in Florence. The established and now 
popular misspelling of the word “koffee” was a namesake that 
Harold decided to keep.

Little did Harold and Pauline know that what started out as a 
successful business venture, became a uniquely blessed lifestyle 
for his own family and would touch the lives of so many people 
in the community. Their oldest son John, followed in his father’s 
footsteps and began cooking at the age of 14. Soon after, their 
2nd son Tom joined the ranks by washing dishes and their four 
daughters (Judy, Nancy, Susie and Beth) rounded out the 
employee roster as wait staff, cashiers and table bussers. Harold 
expanded his business by acquiring two truck stops in western 
Nebraska. After a period of about six years, Harold made the 
decision to release the two businesses in western Nebraska and 
focus on his family and the café in Florence.

In 1968, Harold moved “The Koffee House” to the corner of 
30th and State Streets, added his name, stuck up an orange 
“FOOD” sign and Harold’s Koffee House has made history ever 
since. Harold’s daughter, Nancy, manages her Dad’s place now.

The atmosphere is exactly what you want in a diner. Sit at a 
booth or take a seat at one of the stools at  the counter. This  
neighborhood cafe won't dazzle you with garnished plates, they 
are simply very good at what they do: friendly service and tasty 
food.

Breakfast is served all day at Harold's. One of the favorites for 
breakfast is made from Harold’s signature hash browns, the Susie 
Special (an original dish created by Harold) with seasoned hash 
browns and diced onions scrambled with two eggs and folded 
together on the grill. Comes with biscuit, toast or pancake.

A favorite for lunch is Matt's Meatloaf Mountain, a dish 
introduced by Nancy's son Matthew. It's a double helping of 
Harold’s homemade meatloaf stacked between Rotella bread 
and topped with mashed potatoes with gravy poured over the 
"summit" and seasoned green beans on top. It's everything you 
want in a lunchtime special!! But nothing can beat Harold’s 
wonderfully seasoned hand-pattied Harold's Baconburger. All of 
our burgers are seasoned with a salt mixture that Harold created 
himself !

Pies are made fresh every morning from the same recipes that 
Harold used in his diners back in the 50’s.You can still taste the 
same love and dedication in each and every pie today. When 

Nancy was asked the secret of the pies, she said, “Pie secrets will not 
be told. Suffice it  to say the recipes came from a wonderful friend of 
the Halstead family. Marie Ellis was employed as the baker way back 
when we first started. She allowed us to keep her recipes when she 
retired. What a blessing she was!”

Select a slice from their pie case or call ahead to order a whole pie 
for any occasion. And/or be sure to try a gooey pecan roll, 
“cinnamonny” cinnamon roll or one of the best homemade donuts 
in Omaha. If you’re eating breakfast or lunch, be sure to get there 
early and order dessert along with your meal because they may be 
sold out of  the sweet treat you have your heart set on if  you don’t.

Harold's was the location for a part of a movie written by 
Alexander Payne, "About Schmidt" with actor Jack Nicholson. 
Nancy was asked to  suit up in a waitress uniform and appear as an 
extra in the movie. The cast and crew spent all day at the restaurant 
which was closed for the day … although a few customers actually 

showed up for their morning ritual 
of coffee and newspaper and had to 
be told the place was closed for the 
day!!!
According to Nancy, Harold’s wait 
staff is absolutely the best there is! 
Longest serving waitress to date is 
Pam, about 25 years. She is the 
resident holiday gal. Pam has a 
costume for every occasion and, of 
course, Nebraska red if it's football 
season. Heather, the next longest 
serving at 16 years, is fast and 
friendly. She could handle the 
whole place by herself !! Nancy adds 
that Yvonne, who has been with 
them about 13 years, has the 
biggest smile in Florence! Lisa, a 
transplant from Florida, fits right in 

but doesn't like the cold weather.
One of the most interesting customers in the cast of customers is a 

guy who frequents Harold's. Nancy says they call him "Don Juan." 
He loves to challenge the kitchen with requests for multi-level and 
very unique sandwiches and burgers, usually at least 5 layers and 
toppings of various types. The kitchen can handle it  because Don 
compliments the cooks and the girls for pleasing his pallet.

If  you haven’t been to Harold’s, “What are you waiting for?” If  
you have, “See you next time!! !

HAROLD’S OPEN 7 DAYS
MO 7am - 2pm

TU thru FR 6am - 3pm
SA 6am - 2pm

SU 7:30am - 1pm (Breakfast Only)

The established and now 
popular misspelling of  

“koffee” was a name that 
Harold kept.

Grand Marshall Harold’s Koffee House Roots Began Before 
        WWII, Offers a Taste of Florence Today by Joan John

Friends and Family in front of  the Koffee House in the 1960s.

A  Salute  to  Taste  of  Florence!
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660 Parkwood Lane | Omaha, NE 68132 | 402.554.1436
www.petefestersen.com | pete@petefestersen.com

FestersenPete 

“Paid for by Festersen for City Council”

Dear Friends of  Florence,

We are excited this year for our annual Florence Day parade 

saluting our local restaurants in “A Taste of Florence”.  We invite 

everyone to try our many new places and look forward to some 

new additions to the area.

  The Florence Historical Foundation continues to work hard to 

preserve the history and educate the community and our visitors 

about our small town of Florence.  Don’t forget that the Florence 

Depot and the Florence Bank are open every weekend during the 

summer months.

I hope you all make a point to come out and show your support for 

the annual parade during Florence Days.  Make sure you check 

out all the activities along the parade route, many are listed in this 

newspaper. Our Florentine Players will be performing their annual 

Melodrama this week too so get your tickets early.  Last year’s 

show was sold out every night.

The Foundation is constantly at work trying to keep up with the 

maintenance of all our Historic Sites.  This is where our friends 

and members come into play.   Your membership dollars help us 

preserve our Historic Florence and are tax deductible for the 2016  

tax year.  

Please consider sending your support again this year if you have 

not already done so to help continue our efforts.

Enjoy Florence Days!

Lynn L. Farris, Jr.

President, Florence Historical Foundation

A Taste of Florence from A to Z
(Restaurants in Florence, Ponca Hills & Minne Lusa)

by Joan John

Whether you want a quick meal or a unique dining experience, 
you can find it in the charming Ponca Hills-Florence-Minne Lusa 
neighborhood areas north and south of the Mormon Bridge.  Take 
your pick from typical fast food to coffee houses to elegant in-house 
dining. Independent locally-owned restaurants feature a plethora of 
foods to satisfy the most discriminating taste buds, including Fried 

Join your neighbors and local 
businesses for the “First Annual Taste of 
Florence” celebration.  We will showcase 
some of  the best dining in Omaha on a 
fun-filled Sunday afternoon.  Sample 
food from the finest restaurants in the 
area and visit with local businesses and 
groups.  All ages are welcome.  There 
will be a special “Kid Zone” with fun 
activities for our younger guests.    

Do you know what the best-kept 
secret in Omaha is? That’s right. 
Florence.  Florence boasts three of  the 
top restaurants in Omaha (Omaha 
World-Herald).  We have so many great 
restaurants in our neighborhood that it’s 
time we share our secret with the rest of  
the city. But Florence is so much more, 
you say. Yes it is!  That’s why all Florence 
businesses are invited to showcase their 
goods and services to all our guests. 

We have some very special things 
planned for that day that include 
honoring Omaha first responders on 
this, the 15th anniversary of  9-11. We 
also have some very fun entertainment 
and activities for you to enjoy.

Florence Days 2016 is honoring our 
great restaurants with the Taste of  
Florence theme.  We are joining in by 
inviting the rest of  our city to come to 
Florence and taste the best food in town.  
Tickets are just $15 for adults and $7.50 
for kids 12 and under.  All the food and 
soft drinks and bottled water are 
included. !

TO PARTICIPATE or VOLUNTEER
Contact Mark Kresl

Florence Home Healthcare
402-827-6051

mkresl@shf.org
~

Visit TasteofFlorence.net for more details. 

Mark Your Calendars Now!
1-5pm | Sept 11, 2016

FIRST ANNUAL “TASTE OF FLORENCE”
by Mark Kresl, Midwest Geriatrics Fund Development Manager, Taste of  Florence Coordinator
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Chicken,  Diner Foods, Chinese,  Southern/Cajun, 
Comfort Foods, Italian, Barbecue and American. 
The following is a list of  many wonderful choices:
ALPINE INN at 10405 Calhoun Road is where 
to go if you’re looking for somewhere fun and 
different. If you love gizzards and/or wings,  this is 
your place. All are cooked to order. Added 
amenities include the entertainment of watching 
raccoons and feral cats eating leftover chicken 
bones through huge picture windows. Go at night 
to see the wildlife. For more information, call 
402-451-9988.

BURGER KING at 7606 North 30th “Flame-
grilled burgers!” Cheap fast food, including 
chicken, salads, fries and more. 402-457-4442

CABIN BAR & GRILL at 9226 Mormon 
Bridge Road. Owner Bruce Bessey has been 
providing the Omaha area since 2007 with a wide 
menu and a comfortable cozy atmosphere. Their 
kitchen is open all day everyday with the longest 
happy hour in town from 11 am to 6 pm Monday 
thru Friday. Signature dishes include Chicken 

A Taste of  Florence from A to Z continued on page 3.

Food is our common ground ,

a un iversa l  exper ience .

- James Beard (1903-1985)

http://thecabinbarandgrill.com/menu.html
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It is noon on a bright 
Saturday in May.. Inside a 
brick building on the corner 
of 30th and Clay – home to 
the Universal College of 
Healing Arts (UCHA) –
students lay out a spread of 
delicious fresh vegetables 
and organic meats.  “It’s Big 
Burrito Day – my favorite!” 
says a student in UCHA’s 
state-approved,  ABHES 
A c c r e d i t e d M a s s a g e 
Therapy Program. The 
sound of friendly banter and 
laughter fills the bright 
kitchen, echoing through the 
g ymnas ium where the 
s t u d e n t s s h a r e m e a l s 
together.  Some are talking 
about their wellness goals. 
Others discuss new massage 
techniques.   Instructors sit 
scattered among them, 
partners in the shared ideas, 
food, and laughter.  

This is exactly the kind 
of learning environment 
UCHA’s founders were aiming for 
when they created the school in 1995.  
“UCHA was founded in the spirit of 
Danish folk schools, where students 
learn by eating, working, and 
playing together,” says Paulette 
Genthon, President. “Even though 
they are not in class right now, they 
are still actively engaged in 
learning.”

Lunch is over; students head 
back to classrooms where they 
receive extensive training in 
Anatomy, Pathology, and Kinesiology. 
T h ey s t u d y v a r i o u s m a s s a g e 
techniques.   They practice yoga, chi 
gong, tai chi, and meditation.  They 
learn basics of running a small 
business. “People think that I’m just 
learning about the body,” says a 
student. “But it’s so much more 
holistic.  We learn about the whole 
person, how mind, 
b o d y, a n d s p i r i t 
interact.”

U C H A 
intentionally strives for 
whole-person learning. 
“Research shows that 
learning, thought, creativity, and 
intelligence are not processes of the 
brain alone, but of the whole body,” 
says Genthon, who holds a Master’s 
degree in Adult Education. “There is a 
combination of intellect, emotion, 
spirit, and body in their learning 

process. 
Students focus on their 
hearts, and listen to their intuitive 
qualities. They learn from their touch. 
They become healthier, more self-
aware.  They take charge of their 
lives.”

Students are mature, diverse, and 

passionate.  One student recently 
turned 70.  “I wanted to develop a 
new skill to be useful during my 
retirement.” Students come from 
Omaha, across Nebraska, other states 
and countries.

The Massage program involves 
monthly on-site intensive weekends 

e n h a n c e d w i t h a n 
interactive online format 
during the week.  “I really 
appreciate the flexible 
classroom hours,” says 
another student.  “I work 
traditional hours.  There’s 
no way I could have 
pursued this diploma if it 
wasn’t a blended program.”  
The Hellerwork Program 
consists of (six) 16 day 
intensives, also enhanced 
with an online format.
Community is at the heart 
of everything UCHA does.  
“Even before our students 
graduate, they make a 
d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i r 
communities,” says Julie 
Lesser, Community Service 
Director. “Students have 
provided over 20,000 hours 
of community service 

through hospice, 
nursing homes, 
schools, and non-
profi t even t s . ”  
Those hours have 
big effects: stress 
relief to military 
families and others, 
we ight ga ins in 
premature babies, 
comfort to the dying, 
self-esteem through 
g o o d p o s t u r e t o 
youth. “They bring 
p e a c e t o o u r 
communities,” says 
Genthon, “one person 
at a time.”
Genthon is particularly 
passionate about the 
Florence Community.  

“We found our new home in Florence 
in 2005, and the community has been 
extremely supportive. We are proud to 
contribute to the health and wellness 
of Florence.” Located at 8702 North 

30th Street, the UCHA 
campus inc ludes the 
school building, a campus 
cottage,  and a community 
garden. 
Consider joining UCHA 
in Massage Therapy or 

Hellerwork Structural Integration 
Program. 

Or just come to receive massage or 
bodywork at the UCHA clinic.  Call 
402-556-4456. 

For more information, vis i t 
UCHA.EDU. !

 Taste of history.
Florence is the oldest city in Nebraska 

and the home to some of the most 
historic sites in Omaha.

Two Historic Museums
Open on Parade Day
Open every Saturday and Sunday 

Starting Parade Day | May 14, 2016
BANK OF FLORENCE MUSEUM

8502 N. 30th St. | SA & SU 11am-3pm
FLORENCE TRAIN DEPOT MUSEUM

29th & Dick Collins Rd. | SA & SU 11am-3pm
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The Bank of Florence
Established in 1856, The Bank of Florence is 

the oldest bank in the state of Nebraska. 
Currently a museum, the bank is open for 

tours 11am-3pm on Saturdays and Sundays 
from mid-May thru August 31.
Call 402-453-4462

to schedule a private group tour. 

In Spirit of Danish Folk Schools, UCHA 
Combines All Human Aspects to Learn

                                                                                      by Kara Anand-Gall

Florence Train Depot Museum
After loving care and extensive repair, this 
quaint building stands  proudly as  a charming 
relic  of bygone days. Visit the Florence Train 
Depot Museum from 11am-3pm on Saturdays 
and Sundays beginning on Parade Day!

“There’s no way I could have pursued this 
diploma if it wasn’t a blended program.”

A Salute to Taste of  Florence! | Historic Florence Days Parade| 1 PM | Saturday, May 14, 2016 | Miller Park, down 30th Street to McKinley

Fried Steak, Onion Rings, Tenderloins 
and Burgers. Meeting room holds up 
to 100 and is available to diners at no 
extra charge.  Dine in or take out.  For 
more information, call 402-453-6300.

CUBBY’S – 920 Mormon Bridge 
Road. “The beary best in convenience! 
Great convenience s tore food, 
including pizza, fried chicken & 
gizzards, hamburgers and more. For 
more information, call 402-453-1103.

DRAGON 88 at 4528 North 30. This 
hidden gem for Chinese food opened 
at its current location in 1990 with 
James Shin as “chef-owner”. Prior to 
opening their restaurant at their 
current location, the Shin family had a 
grocery store in South Omaha. 
According to customer reviews, this is 
one of the best Chinese restaurants in 

Omaha with rave reviews for their 
Eggro l l s , Chicken Fr ied Rice, 
Mongolian Beef, General’s Chicken 
and Hot Glazed Shrimp, just a few to 
mention. Portions are generous and 
prices are very reasonable. Dine in or 
take out.  For more information call 
402-455-8800.

ENZO’S ITALIAN at 8510 North 30 
is proud to serve traditional Italian 
foods and pizzas with homemade 
pastas, doughs, sauces and breads with 
only the freshest and highest quality 
ingredients. Everything is made from 
scratch. Among appetizers are oysters 
Rockefeller, calamari, crab cakes and 
eggplant rollatini.  Chef Enzo Zurlo 
has altered several items on the menu 
to accommodate gluten and dairy free 
diners. Call 402-933-9755.

FAT BBQ SHACK at 7440 North 
30th had humble beginnings in a food 
truck in North Omaha in 2013 and 

gained a reputation for the best 
barbecue in Omaha.  In 2015 they 
won an award for having the best 
smoked brisket in Omaha. Shortly 
thereafter, they moved into a brick and 
mortar building in Weber Place.
Along with Fat BBQ Shack’s award-
winning smoked brisket,  they are 
known for their smoked ribs, pulled 
pork and burnt ends, to name a few of 
their menu items, In addition to 
smoked meats, the Shack also offers 
sides such as collard greens, black-eyed 
peas, fries,  chips and more. Their 
homemade desserts include fried pies. 
Owner Cary Dunn is expanding to 
add wood fire brick oven pizza with 
homemade crust and sauces.  The new 
space will include an all-natural deli, 
homemade soups and organic salads. 
Fat BBQ Shack will also serve a 
number of dishes with their own 
freshly ground hamburger. Their 

Taste of  Florence A-Z continued from page 2.

Taste of  Florence A-Z  continued on page 4.
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Come and dig in the dirt at the Florence 
Communi ty Garden !  Have fun 
participating in garden activities like:  create 
a garden in a glove, decorate a pot, then 
plant a flower, help plant our communal 
raised beds.  The garden is located on 30th 
and Bondesson Street (behind Shell Gas 
Station), from 2:30 to 4 PM, all ages invited 
to attend, and it’s FREE!

Florence Community Garden Program 
was established in spring of 2014. The 
purpose of the garden is to provide open 
space for local residents to garden together: 
to enhance quality of life, to work 
collaboratively and to cultivate a place for 
individuals, families and friends to learn 
about growing healthy food.  The following 
garden partners are Universal College of 
Healing Arts, Crayon Castle Daycare 
S c h o o l , U S D N a t u r a l Re s o u r c e 
Conservation Service, Florence Public 
Library and No More Empty Pots. !

Currently, there are garden plots available.  If  you 
are interested in signing up for a garden plot or just 

want more information, please contact:
Shelby Andersen-Holt

402.502.1642
sandersenholt@nmepomaha.org

homemade sausage will be used in many of 
their dishes. All menu items will be made 
with no preservatives. For great food at 
affordable prices, give Fat BBQ Shack a try. 
AND, watch for grand opening of expansion 
coming soon. Dine in or take out. For more 
information, call 402-639-7275.

FINICKY FRANK’S at 9520 Calhoun 
Road. Kesa Kenny first met snowy-haired 
Frank when she moved to her farm in Ponca 
Hills. Frank, born in a cabin tucked into 
Ponca Hills just north of Omaha, grew up 
fishing on the banks of the Missouri and 
eating fresh produce from the gardens down 
the road. He knew the woods like the back of 
his hand. He was not a shy man. Known for 
his gregarious sense of humor, a keen knack 
for business and a gravelly-voiced charm, 
Frank grew up to become somewhat of a 
legend in the hills. Not just because he threw 
large parties for hundreds of neighbors and 
friends or because he knew the best spots to 
find morel mushrooms ... he was a legend 
because of his picky eating habits. He was 
downright finicky.
In keeping with Frank's finicky expectations, 
Kesa opened Finicky Frank’s in 2007. She 
uses the freshest ingredients wherever 
possible. We think you'll agree,  Frank was on 
to something. Just a few of her signature 
dishes include soup of the day, made from 
scratch at the chef ’s whim and served with 
warm bread A favorite is the French Onion 
Soup. And then … there is a large choice of 
uniquely flavorful sandwiches (including but 
not limited to) Crab Cake. For more 
information, call 402-451-5555.

GODFATHER’S PIZZA at 7403 North 
30th Street. A neighborhood favorite serving 
pizza, calzones, wings and more. “Just do it!” 
Call 402-453-5533 to place your order.

HAROLD’S KOFFEE HOUSE at the 
corner of 30th and State Streets is exactly the 
atmosphere you want in a diner. Sit at a 
booth or take a seat at one of the stools at the 
counter. "This neighborhood cafe won't 
dazzle you with garnished plates, they are 
simply very good at what they do." Pies are 
made fresh every morning from the same 
recipes that Harold used in his diners back in 
the 50’s.You can still taste the same love and 
dedication in each and every pie today. Select 
a slice from their pie case or call ahead to 
order a whole pie for any occasion. And/or 

be sure to try a gooey pecan roll, 
“cinnamony” cinnamon roll or one of the 
best homemade donuts in Omaha. If you’re 
eating breakfast or lunch, be sure to get there 
early and order dessert along with your meal 
because they may be sold out of the sweet 
treat you have your heart set on if you don’t. 
For more information, call 402-451-9776.

JIMMY JOHN’S at 7406 N. 30th St. 
“Freaky fast!” Fresh subway sandwiches 
made to order. Call 402-557-6022 to order.

KENTUCKY FRIED CHICKEN at 7601 
N. 30th St.  “A real meal when and where you 
want it!” Fried chicken.  Combination 
re s tauran t w i th Long John S i l ve r. 
402-453-9700.

LITTLE CEASAR’S at 7446 North 30th 
Street. “Pizza, pizza!” and more! Call  
402-932-2898 to order.

LONG JOHN SILVER’S  at 7601 N. 30th 
St. “We speak fish!” Fried seafood. 
Combination restaurant with Kentucky Fried 
Chicken. 402-453-9700.

MCDONALD’S – 7400 N. 30th St. “I’m 
lovin’ it!” Burgers, fries and more.  Breakfast 
all day. 402-453-6889.

MOUTH OF THE SOUTH at 8505 N. 
30th St. is an honest-to-goodness Southern/
Cajun-BBQ restaurant. Owner-Chef Ryan 
Ernst lived in Florence and enjoyed the small 
town feel of his neighborhood. After 
excelling in Metro Community College's 
Culinary Arts program and working in 
restaurant kitchens throughout Omaha, 
Ernst felt drawn to opening a restaurant in 
historic Florence hoping that Florence could 
return to what it once was if someone would 
just invest in it. His hopes have paid off as 
Mouth of the South celebrates its second 
anniversary this month at serving "Homestyle 
Southern Cooking" to patrons from all over 
Omaha and surrounding areas. The menu is 
unique to Omaha in that you can find a wide 
variety of tastes in one place: Po'Boys, 
Catfish, Pecan-crusted Tuna, Crab Cakes, 
Smoke Pit Burgers, Hand-battered Onion 
Rings, Boudin Balls (if you don't know what 
these are, you'll be back for more after you 
try them). The list goes on and on. Dine in or 
take out. For more information, call 
402-453-4099.

NITE HAWKE Café, on the corner of 16th 

Reviews of Nite Hawkes say if you are 
going for breakfast there are no bad 
choices. One of the most requested 
breakfast orders is the "Stacker" (biscuits 
topped with hash browns and smothered in 
sausage gravy and 2 eggs cooked the way 
you like ‘em. Or, you could go with their 
"Scrambler" (similar but with green 
peppers, onions, mushrooms and cheese). 
And, you never have to worry about them 
giving you enough gravy. They load it on! 
You can’t go wrong for lunch either. Most 
popular is their chicken fried steak and 
roast beef sandwich with potatoes and 
gravy. check out the white board for 
specials...and if you see the fried 
chicken...order it! You will be glad you did.

NORTH BOWL GRILL at 8701 N. 30th 
St. is your classic bowling alley from your 
youth (you know that 70's/80's vibe) with 
the early 90's 'Cosmic Bowling' upgrades. 
This mom and pop business is owned and 
operated by Pat and Judy Haines. Full bar 
with full assortment of sandwiches 
including their most requested, the Philly 
and Swiss.  They also have appetizers, most 
requested of which are the hot wings. 
Hamburgers, chicken sandwiches, salads 
and pizza are just a few of the other items 
on the menu. When the kids get bored, give 
them some quarters to go play some of 
their favorite video games. And when 
adults need a break from tossing balls, they 
can head for the bar and grill for live 
broadcasted football games and chow down 
on some good food. For more information 
or for take-out call 402-453-5500.

OJ's CAFE sits at 9201 North 30th Street 
(just east of the Florence Mill off N. 30th). 
For 40 years this family-owned café has 
served Mexican food to folks throughout 
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special invitation for you to ...

DIG in the DIRT!
          from No More Empty Pots  by Shelby Andersen-Holt

Gene Haynes continued on page 6.

Gene Haynes continued from cover page. 

Street and Carter Boulevard, is a four 
generation Hawke’s family-owned 
r e s t a u r a n t s i n c e 1 9 4 2 . T h i s 
neighborhood cafe has all the friendly 
service you might expect, only more. 

Taste of  Florence A-Z  continued from page 3.

Taste of  Florence A-Z  continued on page 6.

Thank you Arbor Aesthetics for the Mulch!

mailto:sandersenholt@nmepomaha.org
mailto:sandersenholt@nmepomaha.org
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Find it here.

Florence Branch

Books. Music. Movies. And more...

2920 Bondesson St. | 402.444.5299
omahalibrary.org

Passion, determination, teamwork…

it’s the American Way.

 anbank.com • 32 locations in Nebraska and Iowa. 

Omaha I Council Bluffs I Lincoln

3022 Willit St., Florence • 402-451-5366

Everywhere you look in America, you’ll find a 
competitive spirit that drives people to be
their best. It takes passion, determination
and teamwork – the very things you’ll find

in our core values and work ethic.
It’s an important way we set ourselves

apart from the competition.
It’s the American Way.

Congratulations to Harold’s Koffee House 
and the Halstead Family!

  

    

Thank you for sharing your hospitality with us!  
Love, Your Parish Family at St. Philip Neri-Blessed Sacrament

St. Philip Neri-Blessed Sacrament Parish
8200 North 30th St.  Omaha, Nebraska  68112-2202

http://saintphilipneriblessedsacrament.org/

Thank you Lord for toast 
and jam.

Thank you Lord for eggs 
and ham.

Thank you Lord for all
our gifts, especially for 
the Halstead Family!
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Omaha. OJ's claim to fame is that all their 
family recipes are homemade. Their 
signature dish is their gigantic enchilada. 
OJ’s describes their fresh hot sauce as “a 
sauce to die for”. They also invite you to try 
one of their great margaritas.  Dine in or take 
o u t . Fo r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , c a l l 
402-451-3266.

POPEYE’S FRIED CHICKEN at 5223 
N. 30th St.  “Cajun our way!” Fried Chicken, 
Fries,  Cajun sides, sometimes fried fish and 
shrimp. 402-451-3630

SAGE BISTRO at North 30th and 
Sorensen Parkway operates as a customer 
focused classroom for Metropolitan 
Community College Culinary Program 
providing students with an opportunity to 
refine their culinary, bakery, service and 
supervisory skills in a setting where the 
element of time is as important as the food 
and service. Because 
this is a class, the Bistro 
i s open when the 
students are in session. 
Standard menus are 
o f f e red for lunch . 
We e k l y s t u d e n t -
des igned pr ix fixe 
specials are offered 
during dinner when 
classes are in session. 
R e s e r v a t i o n s a r e 
strongly encouraged for 
dinner. If you have a 
special occasion or 
have never experienced 
fine dining,  Sage Bistro is the place to go. 
The food is out-of-this-world and prices are 
extremely reasonable! Metro Culinary Arts 
students do a bang-up job every single time. 
Many reviewers say that every time they eat 
here, they experience something they have 
never had at any other restaurant, anywhere, 
EVER! The Bistro will is open for the 2016 
Spring session from March 28 to May 19. 
For more information, go to their website – 
http://resource.mccneb.edu/bistro or call 
402-457-2328.

SCOOTER’S COFFEEHOUSE at 48th 
and McKinley in Mormon Bridge Plaza, is a 
nice little coffee shop just outside of 
Florence. With strong roots and ties to the 
Florence area,  a group of friends and North 
High School graduates, who were looking to 
invest in a business together, opened 
Scooter’s almost nine years ago. Scooter’s 
proudly serves the Florence area by offering 
a place for businessmen and friends to gather 
or for patrons to grab a cup of coffee and a 
bite to eat. Scooter’s has a drive-thru, 
outdoor seating with plenty of tables and a 
few comfy chairs inside. The staff is friendly 
and the service is quick. Scooter’s has typical 
coffee and espresso offerings,  along with 
smoothies and various pastries. This location 
also has a small meeting room in back. Dine 
in or take out. Call 402-991-1250.

SONIC DRIVE-IN at 5214 N. 30th St. 
“This is how you sonic!” Burgers, coneys, 
corn dogs, chicken fingers, ice cream shakes, 
slushes, etc. 402-898-7770

SUBWAY at 7254 N.  30th St. “Eat fresh!” 
Subway sandwiches made to order. 
Goodrich ice cream. 402-455-2628.

SURFSIDE CLUB at 14445 North River 
Drive is a one-of-a-kind type place. It has 
been said that if you don't own a boat but 

want to understand the Missouri  River Rat 
culture this is your best chance. You go here 
to eat fried chicken or catfish, maybe put 
down a couple drinks and watch people on 
boats go up and down the Missouri River. 
Surfside is known as much for their corn 
fritters as their chicken and catfish. They've 
added more outdoor seating, including a 
stage for live music. A large section of the 
seating is now under an awning, which is a 
great addition because of the sun. All in all, 
it's just very American.  Like old-fashioned 
1950’s America where things were as simple 
as chicken, fish, beer and a river. Surfside is 
open from early Spring to early Fall. For 
more information, call 402-457-4000.

TACO BELL at 7516 N. 30th St. “Think 
outside the box!” Mexican fast food. 
402-451-3845.

TUSSEY’S CASUAL GRILL at 48th and 
McKinley in Mormon Bridge Plaza, is a 

locally-owned restaurant 
and catering business in 
Omaha, is operated by 
Chef Mark Tussey. After 
over 25 years in the 
Omaha food business, 
Mark felt there was a 
dining need not being met 
by area restaurants in his 
Florence neighborhood. 
So … he decided to open 
his own in 2008 From 
standard grill fare to 
dishes served in five star 
restaurants, you can find it 
all at Tussey's. Not only 

can you order a burger and fries,  you can 
select a glass of wine from a list that some 
call one of the most extensive in the area. 
Enjoy the in-house made soup de jour plus 
daily lunch and dinner specials. Tussey's 
party room hosts groups of up to 50 people. 
Whether you want to impress a date or show 
off the sophisticated side of North Omaha, 
keep Tussey’s in mind. Wine pairings, prime 
rib nights, steak and catch of the day nights, 
catering and orders to go are also available. 
Dine in or take out. For more information, 
call 402-884-2288.

VFW POST 3421 RESTAURANT at 3434 
McKinley. Serving breakfast the first Sunday 
of each month. If a month has five Sundays, 
breakfast will also be served on the third 
Sunday. Tuesday is Hamburger Night and 
Friday nights feature dinner specials.  All of 
these are open to the public. 402-457-5007

ZESTO SHOPPE at 8608 N. 30th St., a 
family-owned and operated business, has 
been an Omaha landmark for more than 60 
years!  Currently owned by Chris and Rick 
Minturn, they pride themselves for their 
excellent service and great quality food, 
specializing in creating any ice-cream dessert 
you can dream up. Though the restaurant 
was the recipient of the Best of Omaha 
Winner for Best Ice Cream in 2014 and 
2015, they offer more than just sweet treats 
with a full service, made to order lunch and 
dinner menu priced just right! Favorite food 
items include the chili-cheese dog and the 
fresh, never frozen made-to-order double 
cheeseburger. However, Zesto is not just 
about ice cream, food and service; they offer 
a fun, family friendly environment that is 
reminiscent of a simpler time. Stop in and 
enjoy the nostalgia in Florence! Or visit their 
second location in Cherry Hills near 680 and 
Irvington Road. For more information,  call 
402-451-0581. !

Taste of  Florence A-Z continued from page 4. 

I eat merely to
put food out
of  my mind.

            ~ N.F. Simpson 
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Florence Historical FoundationFlorence Historical Foundation
Florence City Hall is the lifeblood of the Florence Historical Foundation. Help 

support your community by planning your next event with us. See our ad
on page 11 or visit FlorenceReceptionHalls.com for rates and details.

A Taste of Florence!

Proud to be a part of  
A TASTE of  
FLORENCE  

OPEN 24 Hours 
McDonald’s  

7400 N 30th St.

There���������	
��������������������  is���������	
��������������������  no���������	
��������������������  place���������	
��������������������  like���������	
��������������������  this���������	
��������������������  place���������	
��������������������  anywhere���������	
��������������������  near���������	
��������������������  
this���������	
��������������������  place���������	
��������������������  ...���������	
��������������������  so���������	
��������������������  it���������	
��������������������  must���������	
��������������������  be���������	
��������������������  the���������	
��������������������  place!

Dick’s���������	
��������������������  Place
3010 Willit St. | Omaha, NE 68112 | 402-453-6688

MILKO
Tool & Die, Inc.

Tool & Die . Plastics . Urethane Rollers . CNC Lathe
2405 North 11th Street, Omaha, NE 68110

Doug Miller             402-345-2923  www.milkoinc.com

                                                              Bergan Mercy Medical Building 
                                            7710 Mercy Road, Suite 509 402-398-6700

                                                    Omaha, NE 68124 FAX 402-398-6744

Jerry L. Fischer, M.D., Ph.D.
Nephrology and Hypertension

OMAHA
NEPHROLOGY, RC.

http://resource.mccneb.edu/bistro
http://resource.mccneb.edu/bistro


May 16:  Lutheran Refugee Center
Lacey  Studnicka

June 20:  Nigerian Medical Mission
Joseph & Sabina Dumba

July 18:  Unique Recycling
Linda Hughes

August 15:  Picnic

September 19:  Restoring Bee Hives
Carol & Fred Richart

October 17:  Years  at North High School
Mark Schulze

November 21:  Music with Greg
Greg Owen

December 12:  Christmas Music

Florence AARP meets monthly at Mount View Presbyterian Church, 5308 
Hartman Avenue.  Dinner ($8.00) at 12:00 noon with program following  at 12:45.  
Rides are available: call Ruth Kruse (402 453 4825) or Marge Willard (402 455 
8401).  It is not necessary to be an AARP member to attend meetings. !
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FLORENCE
AARP CHAPTER 2269

2016 PROGRAMS

MAKE A NOTE!LIBRARY SUMMER KICKOFF
Saturday June 4, 2016omahalibrary.orgREC’S KIDS CLUB

Visit us online for summer activities and 
camp details:cityofomaha.org/parksHUMMEL DAY CAMP9 weekly sessionsvisit us online for details:

cityofomaha.org/parks
Friendly people, good food, interesting programs and short business 
meetings are what persons over 50 come to celebrate -- noon every third 
Monday of the month. 2015 programs include issues pertaining to seniors: 
legislative priorities, safety, growing old gracefully, musicals and holiday specials.

Non-members Welcome!
Meetings held at Mount View Presbyterian Church,

5308 Hartman Avenue

For more information or
TO REQUEST A RIDE, give us a call!

Marjorie Willard 402-455-8401
Ruth Kruse 402-453-4825

------------------ a neighborly public service announcement ------------------ 

The Florence Mill
Connecting Agriculture, History & Art

Open for the 2016 Season
1-5 Wed thru Sat; 10-3 Sundays
Florence Days: May 14, 1-5 pm

ArtLoft: “How I see Nebraska Agriculture”  
Children’s Art

Touch a Tractor: Come climb on, get in, touch 
and discover the big machines used in 

Nebraska Agriculture. This fun hands-on activity 
will take place in the field.

Winter-Quarters Mill Museum 
Telling the story of the Florence Mill and the 

Pioneers who created it.

ArtLoft Gallery
May14 -June 12: Traveling children’s exhibit - 

“How I see Nebraska Agriculture”
June18 - July 24: Deborah Murphy, Paintings & 

Denis Wattier, Woodworking
July 30 - Aug 28: Diane Murphy & Ken 

Heimbuch, Photography & Paintings
Oct 1 & 2: North Hills Pottery Tour with 

extended hours

Florence Mill Farmers Market
Starts Sunday June 5

10 to 3: Sundays thru Sept 25
Every Sunday:

Live Music & Special “Country School” Guests 
June 5 Guests:

Alpaca in the Field & Ring of Flutes

Every 4th Sunday: Pony Rides, Giant Bubbles 
& Miss Joan’s Craft Table & Old-Time Country 
Bluegrass Circle Jam…bring your instrument & 

play with us!

9102 North 30th Street
Next to I-680 Exit 13 & OJ’s

Visit
facebook.com/theflorencemill

for weekly activities
402-551-1233

HistoricFlorence.org

A Salute to Taste of  Florence! | Historic Florence Days Parade| 1 PM | Saturday, May 14, 2016 | Miller Park, down 30th Street to McKinley

Richard J. Henkenius
Attorney at Law

209 S. 19th St., Suite 400
Omaha, NE   68102-1705

(402) 341-3400
rcajhenkenius@aol.com

Ask for Hank, a resident of Florence

FOR ALL OF YOUR GLASS NEEDS!
New & Used Auto Glass | Custom Mirrors, Table Tops & Showers | House
& Window Screen Repair |Store Fronts | Rock Chips $25 (plus tax) In-shop
WE WORK TO FIT YOUR BUDGET!
8901 N. 30TH ST. | 402-451-0555 | albertsonglass.com

Compliments of  
Donald J. Peterson,

CPA P.C.
Certified Public 

Accountant
9910 North 48th Street, 

Suite 103
402-453-8400



A Special Thank You 

to Kathy Rossitto

for her hard work and 

dedication to the 

Florence Historical 

Foundation and the 

Florence Community 

for providing excellent 

service to all of our 

Florence Days 

Newspaper 

advertisers!

North Omaha Commercial Club 
Works for the Community

NOCC WELCOMES ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE TO HELP
CONTINUE IMPROVEMENTS IN THE FLORENCE COMMUNITY

by Mele Mason
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The Florence Branch of Omaha Public 
Library (OPL) opened in 1923 when 600 
citizens formed the Florence Improvement 
Club and hosted a fundraising event to raise 
$100, resulting in the opening of the 
community’s first public library in the Florence 
Building. Florence Branch was the fourth library 
to join the OPL system and the pride of the 
Florence community.  In 1976, the current 
location (2920 Bondesson St.) opened in a new 
bu i ld ing shared wi th a 
community center, becoming 
t h e F l o r e n c e L i b r a r y -
Recreation Center.

Capital Improvement 
Project funds were used to 
remodel the branch in 2010, 
increasing its size by 1,500 sq. 
ft.,  and incorporating a 
computer  lab, meeting and 
study rooms, and designated 
spaces for  children and teens. 
The branch continues to be a 
priority  to the Florence 
community today. 

Florence Branch will 
celebrate summer reading 
with at kick-off party on June 
4,  1-3 p.m. Visit and get 
registered for the Summer 
Reading Program. Track 
your reading throughout the 
summer to earn great prizes! Join us for free, 
fun programs for all ages this summer. There’s 
something for everyone, including craft and 
storytime programs,  book clubs, the Dr. Oxygen 
Science Show, gardening and food programs, 
and so much more! 

Beyond its amazing programs, OPL offers so 
much more. Check out the selection of print 
and downloadable books, as well as music, 
movies and magazines! Access databases such as 
Consumer Reports, Chilton Auto Repair 
Online, and Ancestry.com. Discover some of 
OPL’s unconventional items available for check 
out, such as Watt Detectors,  seeds from the 
Common Soil Seed Library, and Sensational 
Science Kits. Get involved by joining a book 

club or fitness class,  or by 

volunteering at OPL.  Connect with OPL online 
through Facebook, Twitter,  Instagram and 
Pinterest. There’s so much to explore at OPL, 
and it’s all there for you. 

For more details about everything Florence 
Branch has to offer,  stop in, call 402.444.5299, 
or visit online at omahalibrary.org. !

Library: Pride of Florence
                                                                           by Emily Getzschman

Boy outside Florence Library playing with science.

  Welcome!
This is an invitation from the friendly local AARP Chapter. It is a chance to meet
new friends, have a delicious catered dinner and enjoy an interesting program.

2016 programs include talented musical groups, trips to exotic countries, information about current 
legislation and local health opportunities. Every third Monday, March through December,

AARP meets noon for dinner, program and short business meeting.

For transportation or more info call Marjorie Willard 402-455-8401 or Ruth Kruse 402-453-4825

NITE
HAWKES
HOME OF THE DAN’S SPECIAL!

CLOSED MONDAY
TUES THRU FRI 6 AM TO 3 PM
SAT & SUN 7 AM TO 1 PM

4825 N 16TH ST | OMAHA, NE
402-451-0302

A Salute to Taste of  Florence! | Historic Florence Days Parade| 1 PM | Saturday, May 14, 2016 | Miller Park, down 30th Street to McKinley

Tangible results of some of the efforts led by the North Omaha Commercial Club 
include, but are not limited to, the recent streetscape improvements along the North 
30th Street corridor in Florence.

Wider parking spaces, storefronts made more attractive with cast-iron decorator 
benches for pedestrians to relax. Planters. And more. No small feat.

In order to accomplish these goals NOCC first had a vision, then they organized 
Town Hall meetings and coordinated with Florence Futures to raise money for a 
Master Plan to submit to City Hall.

Then they worked with the Mayor, City Council and Planning Board to secure 
funds for the streetscape. We are now enjoying the results.

For more than 70 years NOCC has served the Florence community by living by its 
motto “To Further the Interests of  North Omaha.”

This motto is promoted through NOCC’s 10-point program:

1. To insure an orderly growth comparable to that enjoyed by other sections of  Omaha. 
2. A better business climate in which to work and grow. 
3. The development of  new residential and shopping areas.
4. Increased recreational facilities for both children and adults. 
5. The upkeep and improvement of our beautiful residential areas with proper and reasonable 

zoning regulations.
6. Better educational opportunities for all.
7. The location of  new business and industry in our area.
8. Better employment opportunities for all citizens.
9. The improvement and rejuvenation of  sub-standard housing and business areas.
10. Greater co-operation between all of  our business and professional groups for the common 

good.

The NOCC traditionally meets on the last Monday of the month (excluding 
holidays).

The NOCC team currently meets at Harold’s Koffee House on 30th and State 
Streets. Every meeting kicks off at 6 p.m. with a casual 30-minute social time followed 
by a yummy dinner prepared at Harold’s. The special hourlong speaker events begin 
at 7 p.m. 

NOCC also awards The Community Betterment Award each December to a 
person or group who has impacted the community in a positive, enriching way.

Membership is open to anyone interested in supporting the growth and 
development of Historic Florence and the businesses that make Florence the amazing 
community it is. We welcome newcomers!

Annual dues, billed each January, are $50 per year.   A significant portion of the 
annual dues is used to pay for printing and mailing the monthly newsletter and facility 
fees for holding Town Hall Meetings. !

For more information, please contact NOCC President Mele Mason at
402-455-9422 or melemason@aol.com. 

Visit us at Facebook.com/northomahacommercialclub

mailto:melemason@aol.com
mailto:melemason@aol.com


                                                                  
MILLER PARK                           
MINNE LUSA                   
NEIGHBORHOOD                      
ASSOCIATION                  
We meet the 1st                                                                                                                    
Thursday of every                                                                                                                       
month at 7:00 p.m.                                                                                                                    
Miller Park Pavilion                     
millerparkminnelusa.com                      
*Citizen Patrol Mtg 6:30      

 

MINNELLUSA
HISTORIC DISTRICT

MILLER PARK 
MINNE LUSA 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
ASSOCIATION

We meet
the first

Thursday of
every month
at 7 p.m.* at

Miller Park Pavilion.
millerparkminnelusa.com

*Citizen Patrol 
   Meeting at 6:30 p.m.
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Gordon Haman Realty
10530 North 48th Street | Omaha, NE 68152

Kay Haman, Broker
Direct: 402.451.5858
KayHaman@yahoo.com

“I come to you to help you buy or sell.”

KOUNTZE
MEMORIAL
LUTHERAN

CHURCH
(ELCA)

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 9AM & 11AM
EDUCATION HOUR: 10AM
SATURDAY WORSHIP: 5PM

“a citywide church with a world-wide ministry”

2650 Farnam Street | 402-341-7761
(Located East of  I-480 at Farnam St.)

Discover more at              kmlchurch.org

• Commercial & Industrial
• Construction & Remodel
• Mechanical Piping
• Sheet Metal
• Plumbing
• Process Piping
• Design Build Projects

• Electric / Pneumatic Controls
• Computer Room A/C
• Building Automation
• HVAC Service
• Boilers & Chillers
• Preventative Maintenance
• Service Contracts

Prairie Mechanical Corporation
2842 Tucker Street
Omaha, NE 68112

Phone: (402) 331-4050
Fax: (402) 331-4078

www.prairiemech.com

Benson	 
Printing

6935 N. 97th Cir.

402-709-3771
Call for all of your

printing needs

Visit Often!
FlorenceReceptionHalls.com

HistoricFlorence.org
DouglasCoHistory.org

Mark your calendar for upcoming Bo’Dell and the Relics events:

• 7-11PM on SA June 11 at the VFW Post 2503, 8904 Military Rd.
• 8-11PM on FR June 24, at The 21st Saloon, 4727 S. 96th St.
• 9PM-1AM, SA June 25 at Deja Vu, 1021 S. 178th St.
• 9PM-1AM, SA July 16 at Horseshoe Casino, 2701 23rd Ave. (Council Bluffs)
• 9-11PM, FR July 29 at The 21st Saloon, 4727 S. 96th St.
• 8-11PM, FR Aug 5 at Bogie’s Bar & Grill, W. 14334 U St.
• 8-11PM, FR Aug 19 at The 21st Saloon, 4727 S. 96th St.

A heartfelt thank you to ... Mike Brock, 
and the Bo’Dell and the Relics, for the 
terrific “Lover’s Day” performance on 
Saturday, April 23 at the Florence City 
Hall.  They played to raise money for 
the preservation of the Florence Bank 
Museum. A good time was had by all!

http://millerparkminnelusa.com
http://millerparkminnelusa.com


Eliza Partridge Lyman, a Mormon 
pioneer, was a young mother living in a log 
home in Winter Quarters, the name given to 
the Florence area in 1846,  and was a resting 
place on the way to the Salt Lake Valley.   
The winter of 1846-7 was very hard on the 
pioneers.

Eliza’s baby, Don Carlos,  died December 
12th and she wrote: “The baby is dead and I 
mourn his loss…
he is gone and I 
cannot recall him, 
so I must prepare 
to meet him in 
another,  and I 
hope a happier, 
world than this…
I be l ieve that 
there is a power 
that watches over 
us and does all 
things right.

He was buried on the west 
side of the Missouri on the 
second ridge back,  the eleventh 
grave on the second row 
counting from right to left, the 
first row being farthest from the 
river.  This will be no guide as the 
place cannot be found in a few 
years.”

E l i za d idn’t know how 
important this journal entry 
would be when combined with 
the original sextons’  record of 
grave numbers and names and 
the one surviving gravestone.  
From these sources a burial grid 
was created that we use today to 
find the location on each of those 
buried in the cemetery between 
1846 and 1848.

 When the Winter Quarters Temple was 
built 15 years ago the cemetery became part 
of  that property.

The cemetery is open every day. You can 
request a tour at the Trail Center across the 
street or just enjoy quiet contemplation in 
beautiful surroundings. There is a beautiful 
sculpture by Avard Fairbanks as the 
centerpiece of the cemetery. We have the 
original surviving gravestone of Amy Porter 
which can be found in the Mormon Trail 
Center’s Memorial Room. We offer free 
tours every day from 9 am to 9 pm. 

The Trail Center will be hosting a quilt 
show, “A stitch in Time” which runs from 
September 12 to October 22. Our 31st 

annual Gingerbread Show “Christmas 
Memories” will be from November 19th to 
December 31st. These two displays are 
available for tours from 10am to 8pm daily.  
Anyone is welcome to participate by showing 
a quilt or creating a gingerbread display.  
Call the Mormon Trail Center for details at 
1-402-453-9372.  We have over 2,000 school 
children tour the Mormon Trail Center each 
year as part of their Nebraska history studies 
and welcome individuals, families and 
groups to visit us. We have a short video 
about pioneers and a large gallery full of 
informative displays.  Over 55,000 people 
visit the Trail Center each year.

Our second historic site is found in 
Council Bluffs, the Kanesville Tabernacle, at 
222 East Broadway.  In July of 1846 the US 
Government asked for 500 men to form the 
Mormon Battalion and join in the war 

against Mexico. This year celebrates 170 
years since the Battalion left Council Bluffs 
and marched 2,000 miles to San Diego in 
support of the US. The Tabernacle is open 
daily. !

an invitation to you from
Mormon Trail Center at 
Historic Winter Quarters

3215 State Street

We will be hosting an outdoor concert at Florence 
Park immediately following the parade. After the 

concert enjoy “Mormon-style” sliders, cookies & and 
free tour at the Mormon Trail Center. 

For more information call
208-589-4535 or 402-453-9372
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A Remembrance
at the Mormon Pioneer Cemetery

by Elder Jay Crandall

A Salute to Taste of  Florence! | Historic Florence Days Parade| 1 PM | Saturday, May 14, 2016 | Miller Park, down 30th Street to McKinley

Witness glimpses of  the great "Mormon Migration" as you walk beside a covered wagon, pull a handcart, climb in the bunks on a steam ship, and imagine a railroad journey. Exhibits also explore the expulsion from Nauvoo, the crossing of  Iowa, and temporary settlements in the Middle Missouri Valley, including Winter Quarters, where the center is located. 

Forest Lawn 
Funeral Home
Crematory/Cemetery
402-451-1000

MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE
Monday - May 30, 2016 - 10 am

7909 Mormon Bridge Rd
Contact us for your Funeral

Cemetery & Cremation needs
forestlawnomaha.com

ERICKSON | SEDERSTOM

VIRGIL K. JOHNSON
Attorney at Law

Working to meet your legal service needs in:
•Corporate and Business Matters
•Litigation
•Estate Planning
•Trust Administration

10330 Regency Parkway Dr.
Suite 100

Omaha, NE 68114
(402) 397-2200

Direct Line: (402) 390-7104
E-mail: vjohn@eslaw.com

TM

33 YEARS IN NEBRASKA

                        Florence, NE

Making Charitable Fundraising Tickets for Nebraskans.
Gamco Games Are The Player’s Choice.

Friendly, local, delicious
• Lunch & Dinner from 11am / Full bar

• Party room & catering
• Sunday Brunch 10am-2pm

9229 Mormon Bridge Plaza
Omaha, NE 68152
402-884-2288
TusseysCasualGrill.com

Friendly, local, delicious
Lunch & Dinner from 11am / Full bar

Party room & catering

Sunday Brunch 10am-2pm

9229 Mormon Bridge Plaza
Omaha, NE 68152
402-884-2288
TusseysCasualGrill.com
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This is a story about townspeople who traveled 
from the east around the time of the mass 
migration of immigrants heading west across 
this country from the 1840s through the 1870s.

The settlers came seeking a better life for 
themselves and their families by homesteading 
on newly opened government land. Most of the 
settlers farmed the land or used it for grazing 
cattle, while the incoming townspeople provided 
goods and services.

They were the merchants, butchers, bankers, 
boot makers, saloon keepers, doctors,  barbers, 
traders and so forth. Included in the fold were bad 
guys,  shysters, prostitutes, thieves and other low-
life scalawags.

The merchant was usually the most popular 
person in town and the most indispensable.  The 
blacksmith ranked high in the pecking order, as did 
the operators of the livery stables and the boarding 
houses. Most towns also had a newspaper.

In 1854,  Nebraska became a U.S. Territory and 
Congress also passed the Town-site Act which 
allowed a group settlers or speculators — or a 
combination of both — to stake out 320 acres and 
take possession for a sum of $1.25 per acre. The land 
was then divided up into lots of 125 by 25 feet and 
sold to prospective townspeople at whatever price the 
market would bear. The profit on these lots could be 
anywhere from $50 to $1000. 

At the urging of his friend Colonel Peter A. Sarpy, 
Mr. James C. Mitchell, a merchant in Council Bluffs, 
laid out the plans for a city to be built where the 
Mormons’ Winter Quarters had been. When the 
Nebraska Territory opened for homesteading he 
purchased the land under the Town-site Act.

In 1855, the City of Florence became a reality. Mr. 
Mitchell had done his homework. The City was quickly 
populated and Florence flourished for a good spell. If 
Florence had had the right contacts in the right places 
like Omaha did,  perhaps Omaha would now be a part of 
the City of  Florence.

The railroads, with their huge land holdings, played a 
major role in where towns would be established. One 
such city was Merna, Nebraska,  whose life came to a 

quick end when the railroad laid its tracks two miles 
away! The townspeople solved this problem by 
abandoning their Merna and rebuilding it next to the 
tracks.

Town promoters were a special breed of salesman who 
worked very hard and received large returns on their 
investment. Omaha was a good example of this.  In 1854, 
Omaha consisted of one small log house. In 1856, 1,600 

people lived there and some of the better lots sold for 
$2,500. In 1857, there were 3,000 people and some lots 
were valued at $4,000. 

 One time, a group of 300 immigrants became 
stranded when their steamboat ran aground on a sandbar 
in the Big Blue River in the Nebraska Territory. By the 
time their craft was freed from the sandbar the people 
had decided this was a good place to build a town, and so 
they did. They named that town Beatrice.

  How Grand Island came to be is another story. In 
1857, a group of speculators in Davenport, Iowa, fast-
talked some mostly German settlers into purchasing 
land in a place called Grand Island.  Grand Island was 
established along the Wood and North Platte Rivers. It 
was the largest inland island in the world.
   The speculators told settlers it was going to be an 
important railroad center and, since it was located in 
the center of the United States,  it would one day 
become the Capitol of the United States. But the 
financial panic of 1857 cost these promoters most of 
their money. Two years later an emigrant set fire to 
the City of Grand Island because he hated the 
Germans. All but one of the houses burned to the 
ground.
   But the tough citizens rebuilt the town. In 1866, 
when the railroad finally did come through, it missed 
the City of Grand Island by several miles. The 
people dismantled whatever they could of the town 
and relocated close to the railroad.
   At one time all of the villages across Nebraska 
were located about ten miles apart. This allowed 
the pioneer farmer to make a trip into town to buy 
whatever he needed and still get home in time to 
feed his livestock in the evening. Today, most of 

those smaller towns no longer exist.
When the Nebraska Territory first opened for 

homesteading there was no judicial system nor any laws 
on the books. Most cities had their own system of justice 
which worked rather well for the times. Everyone had a 
speedy trial — if found guilty,  the sentence was quickly 
carried out and there were no appeals. !

Sources: Florence Historical Foundation, Google, Wikipedia

The Townspeople of the 1800s   by Vern Hauger

A Salute to Taste of  Florence! | Historic Florence Days Parade| 1 PM | Saturday, May 14, 2016 | Miller Park, down 30th Street to McKinley

Florence City Hall Rental Facility
Home of  Florentine Players’ events | All-purpose reception facility

Home of  the Florence Historical Foundation

900-square-foot stage | Large kitchen | Ice-maker
Center island for prep | Two microwaves

Large refrigerator
Huge 3-sink set up with small sink on other counter

Designed for your event(s):
• Business Meetings
• Wedding Receptions
• Graduation Parties
• Funerals
• Community Events

  Call for a tour! 402-453-4280
         Visit us at FlorenceReceptionHalls.com

      2864 State Street (1 block off  30th Street)

The Main Hall

Make your occasion the perfect event!

The rides and 

games are back! 

~
see center spread

for details

on the

north bowl fair
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In December 2015, The 
F l o re n t i n e P l aye r s l o s t a 
w o n d e r f u l a n d d e d i c a t e d 
member. Jim Herron spent many 
years as our lighting designer and 
operator. He served as our 
faithful President of the board of 
trustees for many years. He was a 
mentor and a friend to me, as I 
assumed the role of  President.

Many of us knew Jim as the 
quiet man who sat in the tech 
corner making us look vibrant on 
the stage. But there was so much 
more to Jim. Jim the son who 
started working hard at a young 
age to help support his family 
after his father's passing. Jim 

never stopped working hard. Jim the 
decorated war Veteran. Jim the faithful 
Scooters patron who knew all of his 
baristas well.

During Jim's final show with the 
Florentine Players last August,  I had the 
honor of giving Jim rides down to the 
hall every night during Hell week. It 
was a great time to listen and share 
stories. If I  would have known that 
those would be the last conversations 
we'd have,  I would have asked so many 
more questions. I miss Jim. People still 
ask me questions about Players business 
and my first inclination is to ask Jim. I 
don't think that will ever go away.

We miss you Jim. We love you Jim. 
Thanks for being part of  the family. !

A Tribute to Jim Herron
by Molly Anderson

Florence Historical Foundation 
Membership Form

Your Tax Deductible Membership maintains the Bank of Florence, Toll House, 
Florence Train Depot Museum, Florence Fire Barn & traditions such as the Florence Days Parade!

  Name and/or Business Name ____________________________________________________________ Phone _________________________
   
  ______________________________________________________________________________________   ___________________________________       __________________    _________________________________

   Street Address           City                   State      Zip
Membership:  E-mail Address _____________________________________ 
Individual  $15.00                      $_______________
Family  $25.00         Tax Deductible Amount
Business $50.00
Large Corp. $100.00   If this is a memorial gift, please add the name below:
Angel Level  $1,000.00         

      _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

~ Checks payable to: Florence Historical Foundation, P.O. Box 12331, Omaha, NE 68112 ~

Mon-Fr i  5:30AM-9PM, Sat-Sun 6:30AM-8PM

48th & McKinley
402.991.1250

9229 Mormon Bridge Plaza
Omaha, NE 68152

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SUPPORT,

FLORENCE!

30th & State Streets | 402.451.8843
Jeremy Pitt, Store Director

www.hy-vee.com

PROUDLY SUPPORTING THE FLORENCE COMMUNITY!
Making lives easier, healthier, happier.

Shop our fresh produce, grocery, pharmacy, wine & spirits today.
Open daily 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.

ALPINE INN
FLAVIA & GLENN
402-451-9988
OUR SPECIALTY

CHICKEN | SHRIMP | GIZZARDS | LIVERS | DRINKS
10405 CALHOUN RD, Omaha, NE 68112 

Cuva Cuts Barber Shop
8325 N 29th St
Omaha, NE 68112

402.932.5757  Appointments preferred

Tony Cuva
Barber / Owner

REASONABLE LAWN CARE
Quality is Always Important

CHRIS ANSELL, President
402-331-2846 / 402-8133487

ReasonableLawnCare.netReasonableLawnCare.net

http://www.hy-vee.com
http://www.hy-vee.com
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Florence’s historic preservation is due in large part to an 
organization called the Florence Historical Foundation. They own and 
operate the Bank of Florence Museum, the Florence Depot, the 
Florence Fire Station and the Toll House.   These places have been 
restored and are now important parts of  the Florence landscape.

In 2004, the Florence Historical Foundation built a new community 
center called the Florence City Hall.

A subgroup of the Florence Historical Foundation forms the 
Florentine Players. They put on a melodrama for Florence 
Days each year, and put on other plays throughout the 
year.   A younger group, called the Florenteenies, have put 
on their own play at different times in the past (most are 
grown up now). These events help support the Florence 
Historical Foundation, housed at Florence City Hall.  So 
you can think of the Florence Historical Foundation and 
Florence City Hall as partners that are helping to raise 
funds for, and the visibility of, the proud Florence 
Community.  !

Understanding the Role of the
Florence Historical Foundation 
& Florence City Hall

The rides 
and games 

are
back again! 

~
DON’T MISS

THE
NORTH BOWL

FAIR
AFTER

THE 
PARADE!

compiled from Robert Sanders, 
HistoricFlorence.org

Abe’s	 Trash	 Service,	 Inc.
“Serving Omaha for Over 50 years”

Mention this ad to receive your first month of residential service FREE.

Residential . Recycling Service
Commercial . Construction Specialists

Steel Roll-off Containers from 2 to 40 Yards
90-gallon Trash Carts Available . Prompt Professional Service

402-468-5434
8123 Christensen Lane . Omaha 68122 . abestrash.com

402-468-5434

Abe’s	 Trash	 Service,	 Inc.
A	 S

Locally 
Owned 

and 
Operated

Left: The beautiful refurbished 
building at 8702 N. 30th houses the
Universal College of  Healing  Arts. 
Photo credit: Paulette Genthon

Above: The Historic Florence Depot, just 
up the hill from the Historical Florence 
Mill that hosts a weekly farmer’s market. 
Stop by for a visit after your shopping.

Cheers
to all the fine food establishments in

Historic Florence and merchants
just north of the interstate!

Florence Food Mart & Gas
9516 Calhoun Road

Fuel, snacks, ice cream, slushies, sodas, 
water, propane, beer, wine, ice, picnic 

supplies, live bait & more

Finicky Frank’s
9520 Calhoun Road | finickyfranks.com

Fine food & spirits. Take out available.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
6340 N. 30th St. | 402-453-4080 | Trinityomaha.org
Traditional Sunday Service: 8:45 a.m.
Sunday School for All: 9:45 a.m. | Praise Service: 10:45 a.m.
Pastors Elizabeth & John Backus

ST. PHILIP NERI CHURCH - BLESSED SACRAMENT: Catholic
8200 N. 30th St. | 402-455-1289 | www.saintphilipneriblessedsacrament.org
Saturday Service: 5 p.m. | Sunday Services: 7:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Rev. John Andrews

PROMISED LAND WORSHIP CENTER & (S.O.S.) SAINTS OF SALVATION MINISTRIES
8019 N. 31st St. | 402-455-4883
Wednesday Bible Study: 7-8:30 p.m.
Friday Service: 7 p.m. | Sunday Service: 11 a.m.
Pastors Gary & Denise Hopkins

MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH: LCMS
7301 N. 28th Ave. | 402-455-8700 | MountOliveOmaha.com
(Two blocks east of Godfather’s Pizza)
Sunday Service: 9 a.m. | Educational Hour: 10:20 a.m.
Rev. Roland A. Jank, Jr.

MAPLEWOOD UNITED METHODIST
3535 Maplewood Blvd. | 402-572-1430 | email: office@maplewood.com
Sunday School: 9 a.m. | Sunday Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Rev. Jim Johnson

FLORENCE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
8314 N. 31st St. | 402-455-8343 | Florencepc.org
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Al Zimmerman

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH: LCMS
11120 Calhoun Rd. | 402-451-2441 | stjohnomaha.com
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Rev. Ronald Holling

Worship Times in the Community

FAIRWAY BARBER SHOP
Jim McClurkin
8514 N. 30th St - Omaha, NE 68112
402-453-1982
Best Barber in Florence for 25 Years
Free neck trim between cuts
      WE MAKE KEYS

A Salute to 

Sept. 11, 2016

http://www.historicflorence.org/FHF/FlorenceCityHall.php
http://www.historicflorence.org/FHF/FlorenceCityHall.php
http://www.historicflorence.org/FHF/FlorentinePlayers.php
http://www.historicflorence.org/FHF/FlorentinePlayers.php
http://www.historicflorence.org/Events/FlorenceDays.php
http://www.historicflorence.org/Events/FlorenceDays.php
http://www.historicflorence.org/Events/FlorenceDays.php
http://www.historicflorence.org/Events/FlorenceDays.php
mailto:office@maplewood.com
mailto:office@maplewood.com
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Florence Mill
Farmers Market

Local Produce, Crafts, Music, 4th Sunday Ponies
SUNDAYS: 10AM-3PM 

June through September
Mill Museum & ArtLoft Gallery Open
Wed-Sunday until Oct from 1-5 pm

9102 N 30th St by OJ’s & I-680/Exit 13
www.facebook.com/theflorencemill

5755 Sorensen Parkway  |   Omaha, NE 68152  |   www.immanuel.com

Your home. Your care. Your pace.

Your home is best and Immanuel Pathways’ goal is to help you continue living in 
your home as long as possible. 

Our program provides a complete system of health care. The service is called 
PACE£, which stands for: Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly. We provide 
primary and hospital care as well as prescription drugs, transportation and so much 
more to our participants. Services are provided in the home, at the PACE£ Center 
and in the community. 

For complete program details and benefits, please call 402-991-0330.

PACE participants may be fully and personally liable for the costs of unauthorized or out-of-PACE£ program services. 
Emergency services are covered. Participants may disenroll at any time.

Keith’
s KEITH

MANDER
OWNER

                                   AMOCO FUELS  |  AUTO REPAIR
                                            TOWING  |  FOOD SHOP

                  TOUCH FREE CARWASH  |  CAR RENTAL
5220 N. 90TH ST | 402-571-9660  | 402-571-8753 | email: Keithsbpomaha!@aol.com

At CHI Health Immanuel, our primary focus  
is to care for our patients and their families.  
We’re aligning ourselves with the best while  
working to give our patients the means  
to get healthy and stay healthy.

Caring for our 
community

Learn more at CHIhealth.com 

A Salute to 

Sept. 11, 2016

Food is our common ground, a universal experience. 

~ James Beard

The rides & games 

are back again! 

~

See center spread 

for details
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Paid for by Justin Wayne for Legislature, 8917 N. 56th Ave. Cir., Omaha, NE 68152

~ connecting with your community is rewarding for all ~

Join us at our next KIWANIS CLUB of FLORENCE meeting to 
get acquainted and see the amazing things we do for the 
community -- such as:

• Adopt-a-School Partner for Florence Elementary School
• K-Kids Sponsor for Ponca Hills Elementary School
• Annual Florence Days Partner
• B.U.G. (Bring Up Grades) Award Partner
• Florence Historical Foundation Partner
• Host for New Citizens at Monthly Naturalization Ceremonies
• And more!

Weekly Meetings
7 a.m. every Wednesday

Scooter’s Coffee Shop | 9229 Mormon Bridge Plz. (48th & McKinley)
Stop by or email us for more information: FlorenceKiwanis@cox.net

KIWANIS CLUB OF FLORENCE 
WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS Martin A. Cannon

Trial Lawyer

Serious Personal Injury
Serious Medical Malpractice

Defense of Serious Criminal Cases

Raised in Florence and raised his family in Florence.

455-6000
Once, during Prohibition, I was forced to live for days on nothing but food and water.  ~ W.C. Fields



Join the
North Omaha
Commercial

Club!

Get involved in your 
community and meet 

wonderful people.

Contact Mele Mason at
Mason.Video@mac.com

Washington County HVAC & Drifast Cleaning
We service & install most furnaces & AC units

$119.00 CARPET SPECIAL
(3 Rooms - up to 600 sq. ft.)

Duct Cleaning - Call Now for Special Rates
We Service Omaha, Blair and Surrounding Areas

Call Now! 402-533-2550

house on it with a large barn.  Steve farmed forty acres and 
they had ten more in pasture and timber. Gladys became a 
widow early in life when Steve suddenly died leaving her 
with eight children and expecting a ninth one. She was 
determined to keep the family together. She sold the farm 
and bought a large house in Florence. There she became a 
laundress washing and ironing clothing for other people. She 
did all the laundry for the Tucker House and her children 
helped her.

Gladys saw to it that all of her children went to school 
and received a proper education. After her children left 
home she rented out the upstairs bed rooms as sleeping 
rooms to traveling salesmen.  There were a lot of them in 
those days,  and the Tucker House would send them over to 
her when they ran out of rooms. She cut back on the 
laundry business,  and then several years later she quit 
renting out rooms.   She still had a garden, and some 
chickens each Saturday she would be at the North Market 
square selling fresh produce and eggs. She often brought a 
couple of hens along in a cage and someone would buy 
them.

Everyone in the neighborhood called her Grandma 
Bacon. She was a gifted person who understood children 

After researching the life of the pioneer woman one 
can only conclude that, it was a dismal existence for a 
human being.   She had little contact with other women 
and her work was never done. She was expected to help 
her husband with the plowing and planting of the crops. 
She had to tote the water and fuel (cow chips etc) to the 
house to cook and heat with.  She planted their garden 
and raised all of the vegetables they ate.  She made most 
of the clothing they wore and washed it with soap that 
she made. She ironed it with an Iron heated on their 
Franklin stove that was   used to cook their food and to 
supplement the heat from the fireplace during the 
winter.  During the spring and summer months she also 
had to tend to the live stock while her husband was 
working in the fields. She doctored her children when 
they were sick, and in most cases if they could read or 
write it was because she had taught them how. Most of 
the women gave birth to a child each year. Surprising 
they looked forward to the arrival of the new child. It 
gave then someone to talk to since they were so lonely. 
Their husbands worked in the fields from sunup to 
sundown, and most of the time when they were home 
they were either doing chores around the house or 
sleeping.  Do to the imbalance of men and women 

during that time period there weren’t many women for 
them to talk to. The new baby filled that void and as 
they grew up they would help with the chores.

Gladys Bacon was a pioneer woman. She and her 
husband Steve farmed West of Florence on land that 
her father gave to them. They built a nice two story 

                                                                                    PAGE 18	 FLORENCE DAYS 2016

A Salute to Taste of  Florence! | Historic Florence Days Parade| 1 PM | Saturday, May 14, 2016 | Miller Park, down 30th Street to McKinley

Grandma Bacon: the Pioneer Woman  
by Vern Hauger

Food is an important part of a balanced diet.
~ Fran Libowitz

Grandma Bacon continued on page 19.

State Senator
Tanya Cook
District 13

Congratulations to 
our 2016 

Grand Marshals: 
the Halstead Family

Celebrating spring with 
A Taste of Florence!
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Jim Herron
Elvera Torrison

Ernest E. Harpster
Clarence Haines

Adela Allen
Brett Beavers

Maryann Beavers
Jack Huntley
Ruby Hauger

Vern Hauger Sr.
Jerry Lucas

Frank J. Pribrosky
Marie Klauman

Jeff  Frolio
C. B. Nisley

Coleen Wickham
Luke Simpson Family

Judy Mathews
Ron Mathews
Zulma Ragole

Mary Eshelman
Rory Browne &
Metta Browne

Elizabeth Greder
Harry C. Lane
Joyce Shanahan

Perry Douglas Smith
Erwin Pilmeier

Mabel Sandland
Margareet Blacketer

Lyman Weber
Emeline Weber Smith

Bill Cooley, Sr.
Bill Cooley, Jr.

Jim Keilor
LeRoy, David, & Sandy 

Stride
Eva Stride

Gerald M. Swift
Kelly Jo Berry

Richard Worthington
Clifford Kierle
George Siert

Glencie Washa
Pearl Heath

William J. Wilson
Faye Smith Lane

John Kasper Smith
Florence Wilson

Henry Miller

Mike Haines
Mr. & Mrs. W. G. Carter

Jeanette Haman
Gordon Haman
Chris Haman

Robert Haman
Bert Davis

Don Plott, Sr.
Una Lemen
Max Watson
George Allen
Charles Borg

Mary Shearer Smith
Rosemary Therien
Carl A. Sorensen

Mrs. Will Thompson
Ida Overstreet

Frances Thompson
Russell Pope
Mel Smith

Mildred Amick
David G. Wilson
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a BIG thank
               YOU!

                                                          goes to all the volunteers — React Team, Boy

                                                       Scout Troop 20, Omaha Police Department, the              

                                                   Florence Historical Foundation Board and its active

                                                members, the Shriners and all the parade entrants for

                                            making this year’s 2016 Salute to Taste of Florence a 

                                        success! Thanks also go to our wonderful advertisers, the
                                   Kiwanis Club of Florence, and the FD Newspaper Committee

                               for their work getting this paper to press — and on schedule!

                            

Sincerest Gratitude from Mikki Barna  and Dick Brown
Co-chairs, 2016 Florence Days Parade & Newspaper
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Better Rates.
Better Service.

Better Join NOW!
Open to anyone in Douglas or Washington County

402-571-8444

We join you in celebrating your proud heritage
and commitment to the past, present and future.

6111 N. 72nd St. | heartlandfcu.org

and they were drawn to her.  During the 
summer months she would sit in her rocking 
chair on her front porch and there would 
always be children with her. They would 
listen to her stories for hours. She told them 
stories about how she came to this country 
from England on a ship,  and how beautiful  
the Atlantic ocean was. She often talked 
about the 18-month drought in Florence that 
lasted from June 1859 until November 1860.

Every growing thing turned brown and 
the earth broke into hideous cracks. They 
planted crops but nothing grew.  She also told 
them about the prairie fires and how there 
was no water to fight the fire with.  She saw 
men kill their cattle, split their bellies open 
and spill their entrails onto the ground. Then 
they would drag the carcass back and forth 
over the grass around their homes with a 
team of horses to wet it down hoping the fire 
would not cross over the wet grass and burn 
their house down.

The women took their children into the 
storm cellar and stayed there until the fire 
passed over them.   The men stayed outside 
to fight the fire for as long as they could 
before they too had to seek shelter in the 
storm cellar. They used wet blankets to beat 
the fire out and keep it from burning their 

homes. She talked about the plagues of 
locust that came down out of the sky and 
covered the earth eating everything on the 
ground that was green.

She told them stories about hail stones 
that were as large as hen’s eggs.  She said she 
once saw a man carrying a wash tub full of 
apples to his house from the orchard when a 
hail storm came up. He was able to dump 
the apples and cover his head with the tub 
and run for cover. The hailstones would have 
killed him if he hadn’t of had the tub to put 
over his head.

She told many stories and the children 
never tired of them. She smoked tobacco in 
a corn cob pipe, but she didn’t want anyone 
to know she smoked. When someone came 
to visit her she would slip the lighted pipe 
into her apron pocket. The smoke would rise 
up and out of her pocket until the pipe 
burned out. No one ever said anything to her 
about it and surprisingly she never caught on 
fire. She lived alone in that house for over 
forty years.

One day she told her daughter that she 
was afraid to stay in the house any longer, 
she couldn’t sleep at night because she feared 
someone was going to break into the house 
and harm her.  Her daughter took her to live 
with them and she sold her house.

She was never heard from again. !

Grandma Bacon continued from page 18.
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Florence Historical Foundation thanks you for your generous donations.
For membership or memorial donations see page 14.

Food to a large extent is what holds a society together and 

eating is closely linked to deep spiritual experiences.

~ Peter Farb and George Armelagos, 'Consuming Passions: The Anthropology of Eating'

http://millerparkminnelusa.com
http://millerparkminnelusa.com
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The Florence Historical Foundation 
continues to restore and maintain 

many historical buildings in 
Florence. The Florence City 

“Reception” Hall is the original site 
of Florence’s City Hall, jail and fire 

station back in the 1880s. The 
Florentine Players continue to be a 
part of the fundraising arm of the 

Florence Historical Foundation. The 
facility was built by your donations 
and is truly a “community building”.  

We take pride in what we’ve built 
and hope you do, too, when using 

the Florence City “Reception” Halls.

Plan your events at
FlorenceReceptionHalls.com
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Education . Stewardship . Sustainability
We are a grassroots non-profit which serves as a conduit for individuals and groups to

improve self-sufficiency and economic resilience in urban and rural communities.

Visit us at nmepomaha.org or contact us at
info@nmepomaha.org  | 402.502.1642

_________________________________________________________________

The Community Market Basket
Fresh Vegetable Food Boxes
2016 SUMMER SEASON
May 16 thru August 26
Contact Shelby at 402-502-1642 or
sandersenholt@nmepomaha.org
nmepomaha.org/communitymarketbasket

NO
M     RE
EMPTY 
CUPS

Coffee Community
Culture

1502 S. 10th St, Suite 100
Omaha, NE 68108

402-614-2708
coffeeshop@nmepomaha.org

nomoreemptycups.org

Precision Barbershop
Over 28 years experience
Gerald Moore, Owner
2937 State St - Omaha, NE

402-453-9001
OPEN: TU-FR 7-4 & SA 8-5

SPECIALIZING IN:
• Brush Cuts
• Fades
• Tapers
• Flat Tops
• Military Cuts
• Crew Cuts
• Mustaches
• Beards
• Shaves

Enjoy
“Taste of  Florence” 

Florence Days activities!

Cummings & Sons 
Construction
8624 N. 30th Street

Florence Car Wash 
and Pet Wash
9504 Calhoun Road
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