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COMMUNITY BETTERMENT AWARDS 

 

The North Omaha Community Club Board of Directors will present two 

Community Betterment Awards at the NOCC November general meeting on 

Monday November 27. The 2006 award for an individual’s outstanding 

service to the community will be presented to long time Florence 

resident Louis Lorenzen. For more than twenty years, Mr. Lorenzen 

has helped keep Florence’s “Front Door” (the curved stretch of 30th 

Street from McKinley Street south to Fillmore Circle) groomed and 

blooming with seasonal foliage to welcome residents and visitors to 

the historic neighborhood. NOCC board member Bruce Hamilton reports 

that 82 year old Lorenzen “worked harder than most 20 year olds” 

while working on the beautiful plantings in the 30th Street median 

this season. In addition to tending to the greenery on the public 

right-of-way, Louis takes pride in the appearance of his lawn and 

garden and is always eager to help out a neighbor with a yard chore 

if they need a hand. 
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Mr. Lorenzen grew up in Denison, Iowa and is a veteran of World 

War II, having served as a tail-gunner on B-24 bombers in the 

European theater. His unit took part in the August 1943 raid on the 

Nazi oil refineries in Ploesti, Romania, where of the one hundred 

seventy eight B-24 bombers dispatched, 52 were lost and all but 35 

aircraft suffered damage. 

 

Married in 1953, Grace and Louis have two daughters, Marilyn 

Quinlan and Elaine Turk; the Lorenzens have five grandchildren, 

seven great grandchildren and 2 great-great grandchildren. Lorenzen 

has been retired for 20 years, having worked for the City of Omaha 

as a forester; Grace is a retiree from Metropolitan Utilities 

District.  Louis’ brother Roland also worked as a City of Omaha 

forester, and currently resides in Florence.  

 

The award to a business or organization goes to Kinghorn Gardens. 

Nominated by the Douglas County Historical Society, Bryan Kinghorn 

and his wife Michele have designed and maintained the Historical 

Society’s Victorian Heirloom Garden at the Crook House since 2000. 

The garden is the only one of its kind in the region, and its 

beauty is an appealing feature and attraction for visitors to the 

Crook House and to Fort Omaha, now a campus of Metropolitan 

Community College. Kinghorn Gardens also has helped promote 

gardening, beauty in the North/Florence area and the services of 
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the Crook House by providing speakers and guides at various lecture 

series and at special Garden Walks. They provided four special 

features: 1) the redesign of four central flower beds into “carpet 

beds,” planted with annuals each spring to resemble patterns of an 

Oriental rug, in keeping with customs of the Victorian period of 

1879 when the Crook House was built; 2) design and construction of 

Hitchcock Circle, a prairie garden that is centered around the 

statue of General George Crook, Commander of the Department of the 

Platte and defender of Ponca Chief Standing Bear in a landmark 

trial held in 1879 in Omaha; and 3) reproduction of the original 

bird bath fountain; and 4) construction of a handicapped walk to 

enable all to enjoy the more than 110 plants that are native to 

this area, were brought here by settlers or were available in the 

1880s by mail order catalog. This dedication of Kinghorn Gardens 

has provided an authentic interpretation of one of the 

North/Florence major attractions, made possible a garden that the 

Historical Society otherwise could not have afforded or achieved, 

increased tourism in our neighborhood and has been recognized by 

garden groups and the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum. 

 

-End- 


